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So what is striking in our story is that
these signs, signs of resurrection, to place
in those very places where it seems there
is no hope left, like Africa. With your per-
mission, therefore, Mr. President, I would
like to pass now the floor to my friends
who works every day in Africa.

Thank you.

The President. Thank you very much.
Thank you all.

[At this point, the public portion of the
event concluded: the discussion continued,
however, and no transcript was provided.]

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:01 p.m. at
the U.S. Embassy. Participating in the dis-
cussion were Andrea Riccardi, founder;
Marco Impagliazzo, president; Mario Giro,
director for international affairs; and mem-
bers Cristina Marazzi, Leonardo Palombi,
Elard Sadimba Allumando, Beatrice Kun
Adon, and Claudio Betti, the Community of
Sant'Egidio.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Romano Prodi of

Italy in Rome
June 9, 2007

Prime Minister Prodi. Good afternoon,
everyone. I am delighted to have received
President Bush today, and I thank Presi-
dent Bush for having chosen to spend a
couple of days in Rome for his European
mission, a rather long European mission,
I would say. And this is the first in his
second term.

Our talks today have been very, very in-
teresting, indeed, very friendly talks. And
I must say that we took the opportunity,
in fact, to pursue some issues that we al-
ready began discussing in Heiligendamm.
And, in fact, we had a bilateral meeting
today and discussed some of the issues, as
I said, that we already went over in Ger-
many.

We talked about climate change, energy,
our fight against poverty, our Africa poli-
cies. These are all very, very important de-
cisions and choices that we have to make
and, of course, that are going to be impor-
tant for the future, the next generation as
well.

We  briefly went over some bilateral
issues. Fortunately, we don’t have any bilat-
eral problems—I would say—no serious
problems that have created any divisions
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between our two countries. And in par-
ticular, in fact, we do share the same views
with regard to many issues, many matters.
And we basically agree on how the future
of the world should look, should be.

Now, I thanked President Bush for some
symbolic gestures that he has shown. Our
countries are becoming closer and closer.
And, in fact, Italian, the Italian language
is one of the language that can be freely
chosen in  American schools. All high
schools in America offer Italian as a lan-
guage of study. And I think that this is
a wonderful step, a wonderful way to bring
two countries closer, especially when we
consider that the flow of immigration be-
tween our two countries has stopped; it
stopped a long time ago.

Now, going on to other issues, of course,
we agree that we need some new major
players, new major world players, and we
have to, in fact, work together with China,
India, Brazil, Mexico. And we agree on that
approach.

We also talked about some meetings that
we had with Mr. Lula and President Hu
Jintao after the end of the G-8 summit.
And we realize, as I've said, that we’ve
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got to work more and more together. And
I think that the progress that has been
made by the United States in reaching an
agreement, a broad agreement on climate
change has been a wonderful step forward,
and T think that this is taking us in the
right direction. In other words, we have
to work together on these issues.

We haven't yet finalized some of the
quantitative details of this agreement, but
obviously, the underlying message is to
work together, to cooperate. And I would
say that maybe just a few months ago that
seemed to be unlikely.

Now, we also had a good discussion on
other issues of common concern. We talked
about Kosovo, for example, Lebanon, Af-
ghanistan, and we spoke about some re-
sponsibilities that we should take on to-
gether. So both our countries should work
together in order to restore peace and sta-
bility in these different areas of the world.

We need to do more. We need to keep
working together, especially when it comes
to Middle Eastern issues. We know, of
course, that we have not yet been able
to put an end to the crisis which has been
ongoing now for a number of years. And
in Lebanon, in fact, the peace mission has
certainly led to some positive outcomes;
yet, there are still tensions; there are still
many difficulties. And that’s an open-ended
issue, therefore, that we have to continue
being concerned about.

Now, that’s what we discussed today. I
don’t wish to add any further remarks. I
would like to give the floor right over to
President Bush. And I thank you so very
much for having come today, and I thank
you for making it possible to cooperate to-
gether and, of course, for enabling this co-
operation with success in the future. Thank
you.

President Bush. Buongiorno. Mr. Prime
Minister, thank you. Laura and I are glad
to be back in your beautiful country. Rome
is a spectacular city. And I'm sorry we're
disrupting traffic, but, nevertheless, it is
great to be back here. Thank you for the

wonderful meal, and thank you for our
friendship. I think it’'s important for the
people of your country to know, relations
between our countries are strong, and we
intend to keep them that way. And I appre-
ciate that; I appreciate the good conversa-
tion we had.

I thank you for your commitment to the
people of Afghanistan. Your country has
been an integral part of the NATO mission.
You provided a lot of important troops for
NATO; you're involved with the PRTs in
Afghanistan. I thank you, but no more so
than the Afghan people thank the people
of Italy. These people are desperate to live
in a free society, and you ought to take
great pride, Romano, and I know you do,
in making a significant contribution to their
freedom. I also appreciate your very—your
strong advice in making sure that we all
understand this is not just a military oper-
ation, that there has to be a political track
and a reconstruction track in order for this
democracy to survive. And so I'm looking
forward to continuing to work on this im-
portant issue.

I thank you, as well, for your leadership
in Lebanon. It was a year ago when we
were at the G=8. You remember the attacks
came on Israel, and then, all of a sudden,
the situation began to look like it needed
some help. And there was a lot of doubt
in the world’s mind until Italy stepped up
and said: We will provide troops, and we’ll
be the military leader in Lebanon. And
then the world followed. And I want to
thank you for your leadership on that im-
portant issue.

And now we've just got to make sure
the Siniora Government survives. One of
the best ways to do so is to insist that
we proceed forward with the Hariri trial,
to make sure that there are consequences
for behavior that may affect the stability
of a democracy. I don’t want to prejudge
the outcome of the trial, but I do think
it's an important measure for all of us to
see the truth in that part of the world.
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And I know we can continue to work to-
gether. It's very important that foreign in-
fluences, like that of Syria, not be contin-
ually disrupting the Siniora Government.

I want to thank you very much for our
discussions on Kosovo. This is a part of
the world you know a lot about, and Ro-
mano made some very significant contribu-
tions during the roundtable discussions at
the G-8 and was, again, very eloquent
today about two things: One, that obviously,
a deep concern about the Kosovars, their
desire to be independent, coupled with
making sure there is a avenue forward for
Serbs through the EU and maybe NATO.
And T appreciate your leading on this issue.
It’s important that the United States and
Italy work together on common problems.
After all, we share common values. And
today’s discussion just goes, at least, to
show me how much we can do when we
work in a collaborative way.

As Romano said, the bilateral relations
are pretty darn solid. And I appreciate that.
There’s a lot of Italian Americans who have
got great pride for their homeland. They're
watching this press conference—well, they
may not be watching all of it, Romano,
but theyll be watching some of it, and
they’re going to want to know, are we doing
well? And the answer is, we are. And I'm
grateful.

Answer a couple of questions, or what
do you think?

Prime Minister Prodi. Yes.

President Bush. Okay, yes.

Italy-U.S. Relations

Q. Mr. President, you just said that you
had lunch with Prodi today. Then later
youll have a coffee break with Mr.
Berlusconi. What do you enjoy most, the
lunch or the coffee break? [Laughter] Or
would you have preferred to be on a diet
today? [Laughter]

And to Prime Minister Prodi, now, I'm
perhaps not going to be so ironic in my
question. Now the friendship is wonderful.
You've made progress. But I know that
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there have been some differences between
the U.S. and Italy over the months, even
though the friendship is solid and progress
has been made. So President Bush is asking
you to perhaps change your rules of en-
gagement in Afghanistan, and even with re-
gard to Iran, there are some differences
of opinion and, in general, in the Middle
East. So have you managed to close that
gap a bit? Or how do you think you might
be doing that in the future?

President Bush. Yes, I'm going to have
coffee with the former Prime Minister,
Prime Minister Berlusconi. I'm doing so
for a couple of reasons: One, he is the
opposition leader; two, he is a friend. And
I mentioned this to Romano, and his atti-
tude was, I don’t blame you; it’s the kind
of thing he does when he goes to other
countries. And I'm looking forward to see-
ing Silvio. It's a—one shouldn’t read any-
thing into it, other than we made some
decisions together. We've known each other
for a while, just like I've known Romano—
actually, I've known Romano a long time
too. He was President of the EU early on
in my Presidency. And so I consider it an
honor to have friends with two important
leaders here in Italy.

Prime Minister Prodi. We spoke very
frankly about many of the issues that you've
just raised in your question. And, yes, there
certainly is an active cooperation between
us. And this is with regard to problems
we've had in Afghanistan and, of course,
the very difficult situation in Iran. And we
both share the same position, the same
views when—with regard to the danger that
we are running if we allow the proliferation
of nuclear weapons, and we also agree on
the course of action that should be fol-
lowed.

So I think that in the future we’ll cer-
tainly be able to work together, and we’ll
be able to exert pressure, both of us, on
the Iranian Government. We don’t want
them to exceed the limits, as it were, of
a peaceful and monitored or controlled use
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of nuclear technology. So, this is our posi-
tion, and, as I said, we share the same
view.

Now, of course, we also discussed other
issues on our common agenda, and we
were able to reiterate the fact that there
is an interdependence here and a need to
work together, not only because it is helpful
or useful, but it is a strong need that we
have to focus on to restore peace in the
world.

Now, we spoke about climate change,
about global warming in our meetings over
the past few days. And I think that this
has somehow set out a course of action
for the future: how we can perhaps har-
monize our production systems; how we
can make sure that our political decisions
are, in fact, in conformity with these needs.
And T think, again, that we’ll definitely be
able to make huge progress together.

Pope Benedict XVI

Q. Thank you, sir. Can you talk about
your conversation with Pope Benedict ear-
lier? Did you have a fundamental disagree-
ment over whether Iraq was a just war?
And what of his concerns about Iraq did
you take to heart?

And if T could, to the Prime Minister:
What did you tell the President today about
the trials going on here involving Ameri-
cans?

President Bush. Jennifer [Jennifer Loven,
Associated Press], I'll be glad to share some
of the private conversation with His Holy
Father. First, I'll give you an impression.
I was talking to a very smart, loving man.
And I—you know, after 6% years of being
the President, I've seen some unusual—
I've been to some unusual places, and T've
met some interesting people. And I was
in awe, and it was a moving experience
for me.

We didn’t talk about “just war.” He did
express deep concern about the Christians
inside Iraq, that he was concerned that the
society that was evolving would not tolerate
the Christian religion. And I assured him

were working hard to make sure that
they—people lived up to the Constitution,
that modern Constitution voted on by the
people that would honor people from dif-
ferent walks of life and different attitudes.

We talked about a lot of other subjects.
We talked about our attempts to help the
people in Africa deal with HIV/AIDS and
malaria and hunger. T reminded him that
we made a significant commitment to that
end, that about 3 years ago, 50,000 people
were getting antiretroviral drugs. Now over
1,100,000 people are getting them, as a re-
sult of our initiative on HIV/AIDS, and that
I'm going to double that commitment—or
ask Congress to double the commitment
from 15 billion to 30 billion.

I talked to him about our malaria pro-
gram, about how we intend to reduce ma-
laria by 50 percent in certain countries, and
that I'd continue to remind the world of
our duty to work together to achieve a
major goal, which is to try to eradicate ma-
laria throughout Africa.

And T talked to him about our attempts
to feed the hungry, and I also reminded
him that we've got poor people in our own
neighborhood that need to be affected.

He talked about immigration. He’s
watching the immigration debate very
closely in America. And I told him I was
a person who strongly supports comprehen-
sive immigration reform that, on the one
hand, we’ll enforce our law; on the other
hand, we need to treat people with dignity.
And we had a good discussion.

Q. ——the Pope has said

President Bush. What?

Q. The Pope has said Iraq was worri-
some.

President Bush. Yes, he’s worrisome
about the Christians inside Iraq being mis-
treated by the Muslim majority. He’s deep-
ly concerned about that, and we spent a
lot—spent a fair amount of time talking
about it.

Prime Minister Prodi. We did not discuss
the issue that you raised in your question
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just a moment ago. And I've already clari-
fied many times that Italy, of course, is
a democratic country. We have very clear-
cut rules that we follow, and we, therefore,
enforce our rules. And I am confident that
there is no conflict here, in terms of our
friendship and our cooperation with the
United States.

Italy-U.S. Relations/Kosovo/G-8 Summit in
Heiligendamm, Germany

Q. Thank you. You've just told us that
you and President Bush have just returned
from your G-8 summit. Now, the outcomes
that have been stated on the many issues
that you discussed—climate, development,
and the missile shield—mnow, are those
real—is that real progress, or not? And the
deadline for the Kosovo independence

President Bush. What? Say that again.

Q. Deadline for the Kosovo independ-
ence?

President Bush. A decline?

Q. Deadline, deadline.

President Bush. Oh, a deadline—beg
your pardon. My English isn’t very good.
[Laughter]

Q. Sorry. And do you wish that President
Prodi will pay a visit to you in Washington
in the next months?

President Bush. Yes, and yes.

Q. What kind of deadline?

President Bush. T'd love to welcome the
Prime Minister. And it—we’re just going
to have to work through our schedules, but
he’s invited any time. Listen, Italy is a great
friend. There are millions of people in our
country who love Italy because that’s where
their heritage is from. My Ambassador’s
grandfather was from Italy. I'm sure you
know this, but the heritage, the Italian her-
itage, is a powerful part of our country
and its culture. And the Prime Minister
is welcome.

In terms of the deadline, there needs
to be one. This needs to come; this needs
to happen. Now it’s time, in our judgment,
to move the Ahtisaari plan. There was a
there’s been a series of delays. You might
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remember: There was a moment when
something was happening, and they said,
no, we need a little more time to try to
work through a U.N. Security Council reso-
lution. And our view is that time is up.

And so we're working with our friends
and allies, and I had a long discussion with
Vladimir Putin on the subject. To share
with you my thoughts, what I told him
there at the table was, “It’s time, it’s time
to bring this issue to a head.” And obvi-
ously, there’s deep concern about what that
would mean, whether he’d accept it, or not.
I understand that. But the Kosovars are
eagerly anticipating a decision by the world.

And at the same time, Romano is right,
we need to make sure that the Serbs see
a way forward. And one good way forward
is through, potentially, EU membership. I
don’t have that much to say in it, but I
can talk to the Serbs about economic devel-
opment and can talk about a better rela-
tionship with the United States. And there-
fore, we will.

Prime Minister Prodi. Going back to the
summit, I can say that it has been an actual
success, real progress, in other words. I
mean, just think; people were expecting a
rift, problems, arguments, and, instead, we
did reach some important conclusions.
Now, even the issue of global warming, for
example, we realize that there is a predomi-
nant, a prevalent principle, and that is that
global issues have to be dealt with globally.
In fact, we all talk about the Kyoto Pro-
tocol, for example, and we said that this
was the first step towards international co-
operation in this field, in this sector.

Now, again, we still have some technical-
ities to work out; some little pieces there
are missing, as it were. But definitely there
is a clear-cut will to move forward. We
have a resolve there; India, China, Brazil,
Mexico, everyone has shown the same re-
solve. There were other countries in addi-
tion to these; even though theyre not G-
8 members, theyre all there to work on
global solutions because this is the only way
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we can possibly reach some kind of equi-
librium in the future.

Now, with regard to the other issues—
Kosovo, for example, and our relations with
Russia—well, I would say that during our
meeting, there was a certain ambiance. We
talked about interdependence. I think that’s
a good way of putting it. We didn’t feel
any tensions, but rather we were all seeking
this—a way to strengthen our interdepend-
ence. And I think that this is something
that should be guiding us in our relations
with Russia, and this is how we can build
up a peaceful system for the future.

Those are the goals of the G-8. In fact,
G-8 summits don’t always have technical
agendas that are predefined, predeter-
mined. That’s not how it works. We need
to meet and to freely discuss some of these
long-term issues. So we were able to do
that very freely, very openly. And I must
say that we all agreed on our future course
of action, and I think that we couldn’t have
hoped for any better than that.

Now, with regard to Kosovo, again, now
we know how to move forward, after our
discussions there. And I think that that,
basically, I mean, we couldn’t have hoped
for any better outcome than that there.

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

Q. Thank you, sir. Mr. President: Gen-
eral Pace, an Italian American—Pace, as
you know, is leaving—a distinguished ma-
rine, with a lengthy career, somebody that
all indications are, you and Secretary Gates
enjoyed working with a great deal—is on
his way out. And I wonder what this says
about the political climate in Washington,
that it was decided that maybe it would
be better to have a new Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs, rather than have a bruising
battle on Capitol Hill.

President Bush. Yes. Pete Pace is a fine
man and a great general. And I think the
fact that Secretary Gates made the rec-
ommendation not to move forward with a
renomination speaks to the U.S. Congress
and the climate in the U.S. Congress.

Pete Pace always gave me candid advice.
Pete Pace is an excellent strategic thinker.
And the interesting thing about Pete Pace,
even though he had four stars on his shoul-
der, always talked about the private. He
speculated out loud about Private Pace:
What would Private Pace think of this deci-
sion? What would Private Pace’s families
think about a decision that he was recom-
mending to me?

And so the decision has been made, and
I'm going to miss him. And the country
owes him a great debt of gratitude for years
of service, first at Vice Chairman and then
as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Thank you all.

Prime Minister Prodi. Thank you.

President Bush. Thank you. Thank you
for that ovation. They must have been
yelling, “Brilliant answer.”

NoTE: The President’s news conference
began at 3:48 p.m. at Chigi Palace. In his
remarks, he referred to Prime Minister Fuad
Siniora of Lebanon; former President Martti
Ahtisaari of Finland, United Nations Special
Envoy of the Secretary-General for the Fu-
ture Status Process of Kosovo; President
Vladimir V. Putin of Russia; and Secretary
of Defense Robert M. Gates. Prime Minister
Prodi referred to President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva of Brazil; and President Hu Jintao
of China. Prime Minister Prodi and some re-
porters spoke in Italian, and their remarks
were translated by an interpreter.
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The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Sali Berisha of

Albania in Tirana, Albania
June 10, 2007

Prime Minister Berisha. Honorable Mr.
President Bush, honorable close collabo-
rators of Mr. President Bush, ladies and
gentlemen: Today is a beautiful day. Today
is a great day, historic for all Albanians.
Among us is the greatest and most distin-
guished guest we have ever had in all
times: the President of the United States—
linaudible]—George W. Bush; his lady,
Mrs. Laura Bush; and their close aides. For
me, it’s a great honor and a special pleasure
to thank them with gratitude and extend
the most heartfelt welcome in this historic
visit, the first visit ever of a United States
President in Albania.

Thank you heartily, Mr. President, from
the bottom of our hearts, fulfilling ardent
and long-awaited wish of all Albanians to
have a special guest in their home.
Tungjatjeta, an Albanian word, means “May
you have a long life.” This is a most tradi-
tional greeting of Albanians that I chose
to greet you on their behalf, on behalf of
Albanians. Welcome to Albania, President
Bush.

Mr. President, you are today an honor-
able guest and friend of a nation whose
gratefulness and friendship towards your
great Nation and your country have been
deeply embodied in the historic memory
and in the conscience of its citizens. No
other nation in the region or in Europe
has ever gone through so much suffering,
ethnic cleansing, racism, partitions, occupa-
tions, and severe dictatorships as we Alba-
nians have. History was unjust and very
severe to us.

We have been blessed, however. We
have won in all our efforts to defend our
identity in Western-oriented national voca-
tion to emerge from the age of oppression
to the age of dignity, from the age of dark-
ness to the age of freedom. We have won
because our just cause has always had the
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powerful support of the U.S.A., the greatest
and the most precious friend of Albanian
nation. God bless your great Nation.

At the beginning of last century, Presi-
dent Wilson did not allow the partition of
the newly proclaimed Albanian inde-
pendent state. The U.S.A. recognized Alba-
nia 85 years ago. Your visit on this anniver-
sary is its most beautiful crown, is the cli-
max of excellent, friendly relations between
our two countries.

Afterwards, President Truman made big
efforts to free Albanians from their Orwell-
ian dictatorship. At the outset of the nine-
ties, President George Herbert Bush and
his administration provided an exceptional
contribution to the fall of Berlin Wall, but
the fall of this wall in Tirana as well, open-
ing the doors of freedom for Albanians.

President Bill Clinton led the North At-
lantic Alliance in the fight for Kosovo lib-
eration from the barbarian occupation. And
today, Kosovo citizens find in you and your
administration, Mr. President, the greatest
hope and support for their project of a
free, independent, and integrated state in
Europe.

Centuries ago, until our present days,
hundreds and thousands of Albanians mi-
grated to your great country. They are loyal
and honorable citizens of the United States
who have always loved and still love the
nation and the country of origin. They
have—[inaudible]—a lot; they have kept a
life of hope and freedom for Albanians al-
ways on.

In your presence, I'd like today to extend
the most cordial greetings and my deepest
gratitude. The friendly feelings towards
the—your Nation and your great country,
the proud Americanism of Albanians are
indeed a matter of their national pride. Al-
banians are very proud about the friendship
with the U.S.A. and the cooperation they
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